Rick Lee    
My environment design for TECHstyle SoftWEAR: Surface & Shape is to embrace the textile designs by Corinne Okada Takara which transformed into gowns created by Colleen Quen. As a second nature, I imagined an organic entity of computing clouds & landscape like environment to mimic the physical surroundings of the Silicon Valley, while mirroring the textile and the gowns to evoke the identity, culture and community of the valley itself. The result and the physical impact of the space from viewers’ eyes consist in multi-faceted mirror-like surfaces seem to radiate infinite diamond cut shapes. To me, it symbolically reflects the essence of fast pace, multicultural and the wealth (diamond rush) of the high-tech Valley. In addition, I want the environment to perceive as an ever- changing experience for the viewers when they project themselves on to the reflective surfaces. There, they will interact within the space and instantaneously they become part of the installation/art.
With this “second nature” idea in mind for the environment, I ended up using thin aluminum sheets as the optimal material which is light in weight and rigid in property.  Also it was easy to polish into a mirror like surface that can be cut and fold into strong 3-d forms. The concept and the material were minimal and simple; however it was immensely complex and challenging process during execution. This project would have been virtually impossible without embracing the laser cut machines from Accurate Laser Company in Freemont and the computer’s 3-d programs were orchestrated by my talented design staffs, Anthony Chen and Micah Wolfe. All the technologies were used to help create this environment were once invented in Silicon Valley. 
