The fabrics for TECHstyle SoftWEAR: Surface & Shape are the culmination of a month and a half long online public participatory exploration into themes of community, identity and culture. Drawing upon imagery submitted by the public, my aim was to identify a Silicon Valley visual vocabulary and reinterpret it into pattern and print, a new direction for my mixed media work. An added dimension to my engagement with the public was my creation and management of the fusionwear sv Flickr group site. Through this portal the public uploaded and location tagged photos, drawings and textile designs. This group site was integrated into the fusionwear sv project site created by Rasteriods Design.
Striving to anchor a place with no concrete boundaries, I organized my textile creations into zones of topography, (air/sky, mountains, valley, fertile soil and bay). These patterns were printed as cotton lawn, silk chiffon and silk organza fabrics. The cotton lawn was printed by Spoonflower, a print on demand company which has cultivated a large online community. The silks were printed by Kent State University's School of Fashion's  TechStyleLAB headed by J.R. Campbell. Both contributed much to my education in textile design. This palette of surface designs was created to be a starting point for Colleen Quen’s garment expressions of Silicon Valley.
I have documented the process of the collaborative project on a website titled: http://techfusionfabrics.weebly.com/
